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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the Application respectfully is requested. A Submission of 
Certified Copy of Priority Document is being filed concurrently herewith. For the 
reasons indicated hereafter, the Application is urged to be in condition for allowance. 

As requested by the Examiner in the Official Action, additional botanical 
information concerning the 'Meimanesk' variety has been diligently sought and is 
provided in the Substitute Specification to the extent available. It respectfully is 
submitted that those skilled in the plant science will have no difficulty in identifying 
plants of the 'Meimanesk' variety in view of Applicant's detailed Specification and 
photographs. The withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 is urged to be in 
order and is respectfully requested. 

If there is any remaining point that requires clarification prior to allowance, the 
Examiner is urged to telephone the undersigned attorney so that the matter can be 
discussed and resolved. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: July 27. 2004 




Benton S. Duffett, Jr. 
Registration No. 22,030 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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Marked-Up Copy of Substitute Specification 
Filed: July 27, 2004 

BOTANICAL/COMMERCIAL CLASSIFICATION 
Rosa hybrida/Floribunda Rose Plant 
VARIETAL DENOMINATION 
cv. 'Meimanesk' 

Summary of the Invention 

The new variety of Rosa hybrida Floribunda rose plant was created by 
artificial pollination wherein two parents were crossed which previously had been 
studied in the hope that they would contribute the desired characteristics. The 
female parent {i.e. , the seed parent) was the product of the cross at the Tnterniki' 
variety (United States Plant Patent No. 8,114) (non patented in the United States) 
and the 'Meinecta' variety (non-patented in the United States). The male parent 
{i.e. , the pollen parent) was the 'Meiquiza' variety (non-patented in the United 
States). The parentage of the new variety can be summarized as follows: 

( f Interniki' x 'Meinecta') x 'Meiquiza'. 

The seeds resulting from the above pollination were sown and small 
plants were obtained which were physically and biologically different from each 
other. Selective study resulted in the identification of a single plant of the new 
variety. 

It was found that the new Floribunda rose variety of the present 

invention 

293415_1.DOC 
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(a) exhibits a semi-erect growth habit, 

(b) abundantly forms attractive very double medium pink tinted with 
green blossoms of the old rose type, 

(c) is particularly well suited for cut flower production under 
greenhouse growing conditions, and 

(d) displays flowers of an exceptionally long life when cut and placed 

in a vase. 

The new variety well meets the needs of the horticultural industry and 
can be used to advantage for the commercial production of cut flowers under 
standard under glass cultural conditions. 

The new variety of the present invention can be readily distinguished 
from its ancestors. For instance, the flowers of the new variety possess an old 
rose configuration with a substantial number of petals as illustrated. The petals of 
the Tnterniki* variety commonly number approximately 15 to 25 35 to 40 and are 
medium red in coloration. The 'Meinecta* variety forms conical-shaped buds and 
its spray flowers are smaller, and pale ocher in coloration , and possess a classical 
cut flower configuration . The 'Meiquiza' variety also forms conical-shaped buds 
and its flowers are smaller, pale pink in coloration, and possess a classical cut 
flower configuration. The new variety forms globular shaped buds and flowers 
having an old rose configuration. 

Also, the new variety of the present invention can be readily 
distinguished from the 'Meiptipier' variety (United States Plant Patent No. 14,194) 
which possesses approximately 27 to 40 petals on average wherein the central 
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petals are deep rosy pink and the outer petals are pale ivory pink with 
approximately 5 to 1 1 small petaloids being present per bloom. 

The new variety has been found to undergo asexual propagation in 
France by a number of routes, including budding, grafting, and cuttage. Asexual 
propagation by the above-mentioned techniques in France has shown that the 
characteristics of the new variety are stable and are strictly transmissible by such 
asexual propagation from one generation to another. 

The new variety has been named the 'Meimanesk' variety. 

Brief Description of the Photograph 

The accompanying photograph shows as nearly true as it is reasonably 
possible to make the same, in a color illustration of this character, typical 
specimens of the plant parts of the new variety. The rose plants of the new variety 
were approximately two years of age and were observed during September while 
budded on Rosa indica understock and growing in greenhouses at Le Cannet des 
Maures, Var, France. Dimensions in centimeters are indicated at the bottom of 
the photograph. 

Fig. 1 - illustrates a specimen of a young shoot; 

Fig. 2 - illustrates a specimen of a floral bud before the opening of 
the sepals; 

Fig. 3 - illustrates a specimen of a floral bud at the opening of the 
sepals; 

Fig. 4 - illustrates a specimen of a floral bud at the opening of the 
petals; 
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Fig. 5 - illustrates a specimen of a flower in the course of opening; 
Fig. 6 - illustrates a specimen of an open flower - plan view - 
obverse; 

Fig. 7 - illustrates a specimen of an open flower - plan view - 
reverse; 

Fig. 8 - illustrates a specimen of a fully open flower - plan view - 
obverse; 

Fig. 9 - illustrates a specimen of a fully open flower - plan view - 
reverse; 

Fig. 10 - illustrates a specimen of a floral receptacle showing the 

arrangement of the stamens and pistils; 
Fig. 11 - illustrates a specimen of a floral receptacle showing the 

arrangement of the pistils (stamens removed); 
Fig. 12 - illustrates a specimen of a flowering stem; 
Fig. 13 - illustrates a specimen of a main branch; 
Fig. 14 - illustrates a specimen of a leaf with three leaflets - plan view 

- upper surface; 

Fig. 15 - illustrates a specimen of a leaf with five leaflets - plan view - 

under surface, and 
Fig. 16 - illustrates a specimen of a leaf with seven leaflets - plan view 

- upper surface. 
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Detailed Description 
The chart used in the identification of the colors is that of the Royal 
Horticultural Society (R.H.S. Colour Chart). The description is based on 
the observation of two year-old plants during August while budded on 
Rosa indica understock and growing in a greenhouse at Le Cannet des 
Maures, Var, France. 



CLASS: Floribunda. 
PLANT: 

height — approximately 130 cm on average. 

width — approximately 30 to 40 cm on average. 

habit — semi-erect. 

BRANCHES: 

stems ~ surface texture: smooth and rigid . 



color, near Yellow-Green Group 
144 A and 144B when immature, 
and near Yellow-Green Group 
146 A when mature. 
size: variable (as illustrated), 
quantity: on 15 cm of young stems 
approximately 1 on average 
greater than 5 mm in length and 



thorns 
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approximately 17 on average less 
than 5 mm in length. 
configuration: relatively straight 
on the upper surface and concave 
on the under surface. 
color: immature thorns are near 
Yellow-Green Group 151 A tinted 
with Greyed-Orange Group 172B, 
and the mature thorns are near 
Yellow-Green Group 151 A . 

adnate, pectinate, broad, approximately 
1 .3 cm in length on average, and 
approximately 1 cm in width on average^ 
and near Green Group 137 A in coloration . 
upper surface: glandular, smooth, medium 
green, near Green Group 137B and 137C. 
under surface: smooth, and 
commonly bear a few prickles. 
length: approximately 1.5 cm on 
average with the terminal leaflet. 
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number: 3, 5 (most often), and 7. 
shape: somewhat ovate with an 
obtuse base and a cuspidate tip. 
size: terminal leaflets commonly 
measure approximately 3.5 cm in 
length and approximately 3 cm in 
width on average. 
serration: simple and regular (as 
illustrated). 

general appearance: rather dense, 
and medium green with a dull 
aspect. 

color (young foliage) : 

upper surface: near Green Group 137 A 

with Greyed-Red Group 178A . 

under surface: near Yellow-Green Group 

147B and 147C with Greyed-Red Group 

178A . 

color (mature foliage) : 
upper surface: near Green Group 137A. 
under surface: near Yellow-Green 
Group 147B and 147C. 
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INFLORESCENCE 
number of 

flowers — commonly in clusters of 2 to 7 flowers per 

stem. 

peduncle — hairy with tiny prickles, and the length is 

approximately 5 cm on average , the 
diameter is approximately 0.2 cm, and the 
coloration is Yellow-Green Group 144B, 
144C, and 144D . 
sepals — configuration: elongated, approximately 2 

to 2.4 cm in length on average, tomentose 
on the upper surface, glandular on the 
under surface, two sepals commonly 
possess no extensions, and three sepals 
commonly possess weak extensions , and 
the coloration is near Yellow-Green Group 
144 A on the upper surface and near 
Yellow-Green Group 144D at the central 
area of the under surface . 
buds — shape: globular. 

size: small (as illustrated). 

length: approximately 2 cm on average. 

color: 

upper surface: as the calyx breaks near 
Orange Group 27A and 27B suffused and 
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veined with Yellow-Green Group 145A 
together with a major suffusion of 
Yellow-Green Group 145A. 
under surface: near Orange Group 27 A and 
27B broadly suffused Red Group 48D and 
veined with Yellow-Green Group 145A 
together with a major suffusion of 
Yellow-Green Group 145A. 
flower — shape: old rose type. 

— size: approximately 6 to 7 cm in 
diameter on average . 

color (when blooming) : medium pink tinted 
with gree n, the underside is near Orange 
Group 27B and 27C bordered with Yellow- 
Green Group 145 A, and the under side 
near Orange Group 27A and 27B suffused 
with Red Group 48C and bordered with 
Yellow-Green Group 145 A . 
fragrance: none. 

petal number: very double (as illustrated) 
and commonly with approximately 220 to 
250 petals on average . 
petal arrangement: imbricated. 

— petal shape: rounded . 



9 



025200-060 



petal length: approximately 4 cm on 
average , 

petal width: approximately 3.5 cm on 
average . 

petal texture: firm . 

petal margin: undulated and reflexed . 

petal apex: rounded and slightly pointed 

and sometimes denticulated . 

petal base : obtuse . 

pistil number: approximately 150 on 

average . 

style length: approximately 0.1 cm on 
average . 

style color: near Greyed- Yellow Group 
160A . 

stigma size: approximately 0.2 to 0.8 cm 
on average . 

Stamen: none observed during observation 
to date . 

lasting quality: exceptionally long. The 
blossoms commonly last approximately 28 
days on average on the plant, and 
approximately 21 days on average when 
cut and placed in a vase. 
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receptacle: smooth , approximately 0.6 cm 
in length on average, approximately 0.8 to 
1 cm in width at the widest point on 
average, and funnel-shaped in longitudinal 
section. 

hips: none observed to date under 
greenhouse growing conditions. 



DEVELOPMENT 



vegetation 



medium strength. 



blooming 



abundant and nearly continuous. 



resistance to diseases — good under standard greenhouse growing 



conditions, especially with respect to 



Botrytis and Powdery Mildew. 



aptitude to forcing 



very good. 
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